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The Hood Gives Back
Rosie Swidler & Charlotte Wasserman, Shires

On Saturday, July 13th Robin Hood celebrated Robin Hood Gives Back Day.
Each year, Robin Hood selects a keynote
speaker to inspire the campers by refocusing their intentions, appreciating their
opportunities, and recognizing how our
actions impact others.
In the morning, the Scribes and the cofounder of “Give Kids The World,” Pam
Landwirth, went to Story Land for the
annual coaster-a-thon. Upon arrival, the
Scribes were able to meet many of the
families and hear about their experiences
at the village. The village is a place where
“terminally ill kids can just be kids” without worrying about their illnesses. After
the morning, the Scribes and Pam headed back to camp, where Pam delivered
a speech about her organization. The
Scribes also shared their insights about
their experiences from the morning.

Pam and her husband vowed to never let
this happen again, so they decided to change
their inn into “The Village.” The Village has
become a place where terminally ill children
stay for a week with their family at no cost.
Every night they have a different event such
as Hallloween or Christmas, as families never
know whether special events like these will be
their child’s last. There are over 180 villas for
families to stay in as well as several facilities,
including a carousel and an ice cream shop.

Issue #2

en that Izzy enjoyed the fog, her overall
opinion of the day was favorable.
Intrigued by her confidence and assurance, I asked her why it was such a great
day. Izzy quickly came up with a list of
things that made past beach days less
than optimal: the never-ending bus ride,
severe sunburn, and lack of money.
Of course, I then wanted to know what
made this beach day great. Her list was
quite random but I appreciated it considering that Izzy and I share some favorites.
Her essentials included her buddy Daisy
Swirsky, spikeball, fried pickles from the
famous Splash, and an obvious fan favorite, iced coffee.
Inspired and impressed by Izzy’s enthusiasm, I decided to approach her with
one last question. I asked what the most
memorable part of her day was. She responded simply: “playing spikeball and
vlogging on Lily Shafer’s camera.”

Throughout the afternoon, all campers
made bracelets for the terminally ill kids Maya, Shire, shows us her bracelet from Robin Hood
who attend the “Give Kids The World gives back
Village.” We ended the day with a Color
Beach Day for the Hood
Run for Kids.
Perin Romano, Shire

I don’t know about the rest of camp, but
I surely can’t wait for those vlogs to be
posted on YouTube.

Overall, Robin Hood Gives Back Day
made us all have a deeper understanding of how grateful we should be for our
health and for having this amazing place
some call our second home.

From the moment Woody announced the
date of Beach Day 2019, the Realm was
in a frenzy. In order to properly review the
long-awaited event, I spoke to fellow Shire
and long-time Beach Day attendee Izzy
Lightman.

To describe the foundation in more detail, “Give Kids The World” is a segment
of the “Make-a-Wish Foundation” whose
main purpose is to provide kids with terminal illnesses an experience at Disney
World. “Give Kids The World” started
when Pam’s husband heard about a cancelled reservation in his inn for a child
with a terminal illness. He was extremely
upset and as he did some investigating, he
found out that the child had died without
being able to get his wish fulfilled.

It’s no secret that Izzy’s off season is spent in
beautiful Orange County, California, so going into the interview, I knew she would be
honest when giving her opinion about our
time at Ogunquit Beach. Unsurprisingly, the
day didn’t go exactly according to plan due
to major fog, but according to Izzy, that very
fog just made the day that much more enjoyable. The thrill and excitement caused by the
inability to see more than a few feet in front Campers enjoying beach day in Ogunquit, ME
of her was apparently “unforgettable.” Giv-

Health in the Hood

Dance in the Hood

Lily Shafer, Shire

Henry Rodin, Saxon

As someone who spends the majority of
my time at the infirmary, I think that it’s
only fair that I should be the one to introduce them to camp.
Katie, a Taurus, is an athletic trainer and
EMT in Northeastern, Massachusetts.
Since 2017, she has been giving out bandaids and wrapping sprained ankles at
Camp Robin Hood. On some occasions,
she serves as the coach for the makeshift
camp hockey team. Her favorite camp
memory is hiking Mount Katahdin with
the 2017 Scraxons.

This past Saturday marked one of Robin Hood’s most anticipated events: So You
Think You Can Dance. Each group performs
a choreographed dance to a medley of songs.
This year’s show did not disappoint.

2019’s So You Think You Can Dance was especially positive for Girls’ Camp, with most
groups putting in above average performances. The Scouts danced to music from The
Greatest Showman and started the evening on a
high note, the Tumblers had one of the better junior camp dances in quite some time,
and the Quills did very well considering the
large amount of campers in the group. Two
Anna has been in the infirm for 2 years. highlights were the Arrows and Bards, who
She works at the Cincinnati Children’s danced to Naomi Small’s “Legs” and Vanilla
Hospital, first as a scribe and now as a Ice’s “Ice Ice Baby,” respectively.
teacher. When asked for a fun fact, she
said she ran a half marathon.
“I can’t put into words how good it was,” said
Tumbler group leader Sophie Munck about
The newest member of the infirmary is the Arrow dance. Squire group leader Ben
Savanna, who also works at the Cincin- Sobel enjoyed the Bard dance.
nati Children’s Hospital in the Emergency Department. However, she did hap- The Shires’ dance, which incorporated
pen to mention that she was born with 6 shampoo, had mixed reviews. I, for one, did
toes on one foot (one was removed after not find it as funny as they had intended it
birth).
to be, but Sebastian “Pickles” Karlson found
it “quite amusing.” The Scribes finished the
Rachel is the third infirmary staff mem- night with a well-choreographed dance and
ber who works at Cincinnati Children’s their rendition of the song “Fine By Me.”
Hospital. She works as a scribe and is
heading off to medical school in the fall. Boys’ camp dances might not have been as
Rachel also played Division I soccer in polished as the girls, but the groups did come
college.
up with some captivating performances. For
Dr. Jelin finishes up the infirm crew. This
is his 12th summer at camp. He spent
eight summers here as a camper, two as a
general staff, and is in his second year as a
camp doctor. Dr. Jelin’s first summer was
in 1986, infamously known as the year
before the girl invasion. During the year,
he works at Johns Hopkins University as
a pediatric surgeon and assistant professor of surgery.
Hopefully the infirmary will not be overcrowded for the rest of the summer; however, if it is, at least there are some friendly faces and skilled health care providers
Foresters perform their dance on stage
who will fix you up fast.

the Yeomen, Johan Samuel drew laughs
with his spot on versions of Fortnite’s
“wiggle” dance, and Cooper Ferdman
chugged an entire can of Dr. Thunder.
Once of my favorite dances of the night
was the Lancers’ Fergie mashup that saw
William Wallace and Lorca Danziger
star in “Big Girls Don’t Cry.” Other than
Griffin Steinkraus’ Floss, the Friar dance
was somewhat uneventful. While quite
funny at moments, the Forester dance
suffered from a lack of momentum due
to frequent commercial breaks.
The night finished with the Saxons and
Scribes participating in the infamous
toothbrushing tradition. Sam Rosenthal
and Jesse Schumann added a new twist
to a classic camp event. Even with the
Saxon dance on hold, the night was a hit.

Remy, Squire, front and center for their groups dance

Outside the Hood

Sammy Steinlauf & Sloane Singerman, Tumblers

We asked some kids what their dream excursion would be, and this is what they
said:
“Definitely Paris” - Mia, Bard
“Thailand” - Lila, Jester
“My hometown, Victoria Falls” - Hillary,
Tennis
“I would go to London to visit our old
GL.” - Brooke, Jester
“Montreal” - Santi, Saxon
“European Cruise” - Quill Nation
“A submarine trip” - Swoody, Scribe GL
“Candy Land” - Tessa, Scout
“Alaska” - Julia Gilbon Cohen, Brass

Rating the Hood
Max Marquet, Lancer

Favorite Special Events

Favorite Activities

Favorite Camp Meals

Beach Day
JC Talent Show
4th of July
So You Think You Can Dance
Green & White
Excursion

Senior Water Front
Volleyball
Basketball
Waterski
Waterfront
Softball
Paddleboard
Sailing
Tubing
Gaga
9 Square
Tennis
Archery
Lax Field

Taco Tuesday
Chicken Patties
Chicken Uterus
4th of July Dinner
Flank Steak
Quesadillas
Waffles
Cheesesteak
Pork Ribs
Spaghetti
Pancakes
Oatmeal
Breadsticks
Poptarts
Banquet

Lifeguarding in the Hood
Sebastian Karlson, Forester

At the waterfront this summer, there
have been many changes such as the new
buddy band system and plenty of island
swim opportunities. As a result, we are all
enjoying a much more fun and safe waterfront.
Behind most if not all of these changes is
the new head of waterfront, Jeff. One of
the biggest programs he’s already implemented has been lifeguard training. Open
to Foresters, Shires, Saxons, and Scribes,
this program allows campers to perform
a series of exercises that will eventually
result in an official lifeguard certification
from the American Red Cross.

es, even demonstrate rescues himself.
Overall, the opportunity to learn how to be
a lifeguard is a great addition to camp that I
hope will continue in the future. I personally recommend signing up, and I’m sure my
“group” mates would all agree. It’s fun, easy,
a great way to meet people in other groups Charlotte, Scout, laughing at the waterfront
and has a great payoff in the end in the form
of an official certification.
Sports in the Hood
Tyler Grossman, Squire

I decided to participate in this program
myself, along with some Shires and
Scribes. Sadly, none of the Saxons decid- Fun at the waterfront on a beautiful day
ed to join. “Yeah, none of us really ever
learned how to swim,” said local Saxon
Food in the Hood
Henry Rodin. “Also, I’m deathly afraid
Lucy Friedman, Tumbler
of lake sharks, the silent killers of Lake
I sat down with Yensi to talk about PVD Food.
Ossipee.”
He said, “We are cooking the same food as
Although we slightly made it up as we last year such as Chocolate Chip Cookies,
went along, the pace in which we went Turkey Wraps, and a Vegetable Option.”
through the exercises kept things interesting and not too repetitive. For example, Caroline Callahan, Tumbler, said, “I am exevery morning we would eat breakfast cited to see how great the food is and to see
with Jeff, so we could discuss some chap- if the food changes when my mom comes.”
ters in the lifeguarding manual before
performing rescues in the water during Jack Chibnik in the TPJ’s said, “I liked the
Rest Hour. Multiple participants have cookies and all of the food.”
remarked that they are satisfied with this
Yensi showed me a video of the kitchen staff
program.
setting up the food in addition to preparing to
Another highlight of the program has setup 1000 bags of food in under 15 minutes.
definitely been Jeff’s patience with us. Despite a certain Forester’s (who would not Lexi Zweibel in the Tumblers said, “I loved
like to be named) lack of strength making the cookies and am super excited because I
it difficult to perform certain rescues, Jeff think the food is going to be even better this
was very willing to wait and in some cas- year.

For the sports section of These ‘N Those, I
interviewed our athletic director, Scotty
Rimer. When I asked him how the boys
were doing in intercamps he said, “They
are doing very good but have gotten unlucky at times.” This year, for the first
time ever, the 12U boys soccer team beat
Cedar 2-0.
When I asked about the girls, he responded, “Very well.”
So far this summer, we have won some
championships:
15u girls volleyball
13u and 15u girls basketball
13u girls soccer
14u boys football
13u boys football
According to Scotty, we get better every
year. In my opinion, we have been up and
down, big wins and big losses, but we always come back strong.

Zach Zweibel in the Squires said he “loved
the pasta and cookies but wishes the eggs
were better.”

Fun at the color run

All in all, the kitchen staff has been hard at
work preparing delicious food for Parents’
Visiting Day, and they hope that everyone Lily Moony is all smiles at the Shire volleyball game
loves it.

Heads of the Hood

With her new responsibilities, Lizz enjoys getJasper Karlson & William Wallace, Lancers
ting to greet parents and give tours, but she
finds the hardest part to be the last minute
2019 has been a big year of change in changes that happen. No matter what, Lizz
the Realm, especially for the brass. With has been a tremendous help around camp.
the absence of former camp director, David Cole, there has been a need for many In 30 years at Robin Hood, Michelle Brocknew brass members and some returning man has gone from being a waterski boat
ones to undertake a new set of respon- driver to being the associate director to the
sibilities. The 2017 head of infirmary, current head of girls’ camp and assistant
Lizz Ward, accepted the title of office director. With this new job, Michelle is now
manager in 2018, as well as many other “outside the office a lot more than she used to
roles. Michelle Brockman, the previous be.” Thanks to Alex Baker, who spends most
associate director, is now both the assis- of his time working on accounting, Michelle
tant director and the head of girls’ camp. is now able to spend more time interacting
To learn more about their new roles in with the staff, campers, Woody, and parents.
the realm, we decided to ask them some Like Lizz, Michelle now works for camp year
questions.
round.

“You never know what any given day is
going to bring,” she explained.
About being head of girls’ camp, Michelle
said that she and Woody both wanted
her to invent the role for herself and for
the job to “evolve organically.” Michelle
concluded our interview by stressing that
“camp is family . . . No matter what the
job is.” She also added that some of her
“best friends are from camp.”
Even though much has changed for Lizz
and Michelle, they still love camp, and we
don’t know what we’d do without these
extraordinary, hardworking people.

Other than being office manager, Lizz
also answers phone calls, organizes photos, and plans events such as movies on
the quad, Parents’ Visiting Day, and
Fourth of July. But the switch from the infirm to the office has not been very eventful for Lizz. When asked how much Lizz’s
summers have changed, she responded,
“being here hasn’t changed a lot.”
According to Lizz, outside of camp has
“changed drastically,” in response to her
taking on working full-time for Robin
Hood. Now, during the rest of the year,
instead of being a special ed teacher at
home, Lizz makes the yearbooks, plans
the reunions, plans Woody’s home visits,
and plans some of our own Robin Hood
Woody and his son, DJ Wood, at beach day
events.

Lizz being interviewed by Jasper and William

These & Those Staff
Editors-In-Chief: Peter Cohen &
Lizz began working at Robin Hood Recently, Michelle has even gone to football,
Ricky Melasecca
in 2010. From 2010 to 2012 she was a soccer, and softball games, which she pointed
out to us that these are something that she
would have never done in her previous role.
She also talked about how being able to go
to some of the girl groups’ “evening circles”
has been a big highlight for her. Michelle
mentioned that, “Before names were just a
list,” but now she has been able to put faces to names and form connections with these
Despite how hectic it was, Lizz looks back campers.
on her time in the infirmary quite fondly.
Lizz commented that this was especially One part of Michelle’s job that has stayed
because of the “comradery” and “friend- the same and that she has always loved is
ship” she shared with the rest of the in- staff training. And she also stressed that even
firm staff. She is still in close contact with though everybody has different roles, they
them now and still helps out at the infirm still just do what needs to be done and don’t
strictly work on what is under their umbrella.
from time to time.
camp driver, and after that she worked
in the infirm for five year as previously
mentioned. Lizzy described her time in
the infirm as simply “busy.” There, she
had to take care of sick kids, contact their
parents, and sometimes even stay up all
night in case of emergency.
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Scraxons in the Hood

Jess Sweifler and Sloane Chestler, Scribes

Everyone on camp knows that Scraxon year is the best
year as a camper. However, unbeknownst to most, there
are many special privileges that are bestowed only to
them. We surveyed some Scraxons to get the raw truth.

Q: What is your favorite part of being a Scraxon?
“I like spending time with and aiding for the cute little kids.”
- Ines Lopez Francos

“Spending time with Swoody.”
- Angelo Casablanca

“The ability to make pizza rolls at 3 a.m.”
- Sam Rosenthal

“Weekly date night.”
- Caroline Press

“Knowing every girl in Girls’ Camp.”
- Maggie Shanahan

“Movies with Woody in his cottage.”
- Santi Balbontin

“Getting to relive time as a camper and preparing them for staff.”
- Rybo, GL

“Having kids look up to me.”
- Arturo Fierro

“Fridge.”
- Ruby Eisner

“Gaining a new family.”
- Jesse Schumann

“Freezer. But also what Maggie said.”
- Elisabeth Charney

The Scribes sing their original “Scribe Song” at So You Think You Can Dance

And these are the reasons why you have to come back to
be a Scraxon and experience the best summer of your
life. As Maddie Newman says, “This summer is unlike
any other.”

